Cost of neonatal intensive and special care.
A detailed costing of neonatal intensive and special care was made for the year 1986 at the Rotunda Hospital. Cost was expressed at 1986 prices in punts. There was 1,364 admissions including external transfers giving a total of 10,086 bed days, divided into 1,044 intensive care and 9,042 special care bed days. The total cost of intensive and special care was 1,342,500 pounds. Costs per inpatient day were 288 pounds for intensive and 115 pounds for special care. Sixty percent of the intensive care bed days were used by infants weighting less than 1,500 g birth weight and 93% by infants less than 2,500 g birth weight; this emphasizes the effect of population mix on resource use. The average cost of intensive care survivors by birth weight were: less than 1,000 g - 16,226 pounds (8,052 pounds-23,535 pounds); 1,000 g-1,499 g - 13,412 pounds (1,898 pounds-22,456 pounds); 1,500 g-2,499 g - 8,864 pounds (633 pounds-17,666 pounds); 2,500 g + - 5,123 pounds (384 pounds-12,636 pounds). The average cost of all admissions to special or intensive care was 984.24 pounds. Using this figure (984.24 pounds) and assuming that 13% of all births in 1986 required special or intensive care the total health care expenditure on neonatal special or intensive care in 1986 amounts to 8.03 million pounds of a total Department of Health budget of 1,269 million pounds. By allocating infants to the currently used neonatal diagnostic related groupings (DRGs) and assigning costs at 1987 US reimbursement levels, the total cost to the Rotunda would be 1,878,750 pounds punts. The current level of DRGs derived from the reimbursement rates in the United States which is insufficient to meet the actual cost incurred there, is 40% greater than current total funding of neonatal intensive and special care in the Rotunda. Current funding levels in the United Kingdom are 13% to 80% greater than in the Rotunda.